The first building is adobe with a Spanish tile 
roof, designed in the indigenous style of the South- 


west, to meet the ever present needs for transportation. 


At a recent meeting Candy Bacerra, who has worked 
since the beginning of the project, reported: 


"I nailed the first nail. I drove it from deep 
in my heart, with all of my strength. The building 
now stands. It will soon be a service station, but it 
is more than that. It stands for justice, for right, 
for our co-working brothers and sisters. We under- 
stand, Too few understand. Justice is our right, 
justice for all our brothers everywhere." ) NewsLetter of the 
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IMMEDIATE NEEDS OF STRIKING FARMWORKERS 
IN DELANO EL CABALLO COMES TO DELANO 


Luis Melendrez, our man in Denver, organized a boy- 
arour a ail cott campaign which removed virtually all scab grape 
Masa harina Cars [running order] Sd from the produce bins. His results were achieved by a 
Coffee Dr into hele Bs es strong combination of forces. Some major chains de- 
Canned fruit never ent 0 cided to cooperate with the farmworkers follcwing a 
Oat 1 Baki : d militant shop-in (Denver's first), carried off through 
ca Ue ae the cooperation of the local chapter of abe pues for a 
j Democratic Society. The mop-up work of policing aqree- 
rks on] pation sien 1s i ppt veel ments and locating scab grape, etc. was effectively 
Se eres ee coh pes ae at done with the cooneration of the AFL-CIO Regional Off- 
ee ee meer \ ow ice which helped bring together the efforts cf the 
local unions. Of greatest importance perhaps was the 
work of the Retail Clerks and the Teamsters. 
; With his basic work done, Mr. Melendrez undertook 
NOTE ae the building of a dream. He wanted to meet the most 
go important need of the Delano strikers for trensporta- 
We thank those who have written to advise of duplicate ei tion. With our mass roving picketlines, we have al- 
mailings and new addresses. We need more time to work 4 ways needed a vehicle which would get us to the lines 
out the efficient mafling of The Grapevine. Please bear = | a and help to bring out the solidarity needed to stay 
with us. Ky all day....what we needed was a bus. Speaking to 3 


' ' x and 4 union meetings a day, Melendrez enlisted the sup- 
If you've written about duplication, we're taking care port of the unions to achieve the impossible, In six 


of cee h you have a new address, we shall include it weeks' time he raised the $7500 needed to buy the bus. 
shortly. With a Denver Municipal worker on vacation, Art Gomez 
If you move, won't you PLEASE let us know the new address driving - the bus and Melendrez arrived - loaded witn 
AND zipcode. presents and supplies - on December 24, 

The driver, Art Gomez, told the welcoming meeting 
of strikers, "I wish all the people could see you and 
learn what it is to stand up and be counted, IT don't 
know what more I can do for vou, but whatever it is, 
I will do my best." Accordina to the wishes of the 
donors, the meetina unanimouslv voted to name the 
hus EL CABALLO, the horse, 

teeth ete eee eee ret 


FRANZIA WINE FALLS IN LINE 


One of our best Christmas presents came from a 
grower. After considerable bickering, and with full 
knowledge of the possible effects of a strike, Franzia 
Bros. Wine Company granted the United Farm Workers Or- 
eabaga 4 Committee recognition as the bargaining agent 

or their employees in the fields..we are still to ne- 


gotiate the contract. 


VIVA LA HUELGA! VIVA LA CAUSA! 


Back THE Bovcorr! 


ORGANIZING COMMITTEE, AFL-CIO 


UNITED FARM WORKERS 
P.0, Box 130 


DELANO CHRISTMAS PARTY - A GREAT SUCCESS! 


Another Christmas party....the third since the begin- 
ning of the grape strike, and a show of the kind of 
solidarity which can pave the road to victory. Many in- 
dependent farmworker supporters, religious groups and 
students, shared the day with us but, by and large, it 
was a labor affair. Union people came from all over 
California bearing gifts which tested our capacity for 
storage and distribution. Most notable among the con- 
tributions was a trailer truckload of food from the Los 
Angeles Federation of Labor, and several hundred turkeys, 
one for each striking family, from the Packinghouse 
Workers and the Auto Workers, 600 Christmas stockings 
crammed with goodies, and the toys and various children’s 
presents gave our kids their first taste of what Christ- 
mas can really be. The entertainment ranged from an 
Israeli dance group to a Mexican folk song duet, and 
ended with the appearance of Santa Claus, who came all 
the way from San Jose. Christmas 1967 will be remem- 
bered well. 
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GIUMARRA BOYCOTTERS REUNITE AND RETURN TO FIGHT 


AFTER ALMOST 5 MONTHS AWAY FROM DELANO, THE BOY- 
OTTERS WHO HAVE BEEN SPREAD ACROSS THE COUNTRY AND IN 
ANADA RETURNED TO DELANO TO SPEND THE HOLIDAYS TOGETHER 

AND WITH THEIR FAMILIES, [HE STRAIN AND HARDSHIP OF 
HEIR WORK COULD BE MEASURED BY THE JOY OF THE REUNION, 
HOSE OF US WHO WORK ON THE DELANO PORTION OF THE 

STRIKE = PICKETING, ORGANIZING, ETC, - AT LEAST HAVE 

OUR HOMES AND FAMILIES TO RETURN TO WHEN THE DAY'S WORK 
1S OVER} THE PEOPLE ON THE BOYCOTT, HOWEVER, FIND THEM~ 

SELVES IN STRANGE CITIES, DOING DIFFICULT WORK, FAR 
FROM THE SCENE OF ITS IMPACT, 


AFTER A GENERAL MEETING AT WHICH THE BOYCOTTERS 
Spelag TO EACH OTHER ON THEIR ACTIVITIES, THEY LEFT 
ELANO FOR A TWO-DAY RETREAT OF BRAINSTORMING, CRITI- 
bl AND SELF-CRITICISM, TO FIND WAYS TO IMPROVE THEIR 
‘ 


THEY FOUND THAT, ALTHOUGH THEY HAD pUCCESSFULLY 
CLOSED OFF MANY MAJOR CITIES TO GIUMARRA’S SCAB GRAPES, 
THE DISTRIBUTORS HAD i sig TO FIND Se ings IN SMALLER, 
OUT~OF=THE-WAY AREAS, WITH AS MANY AS PEOPLE ON BOY- 
COTT, WE DON T HAVE NEARLY THE FORCE NECESSARY TO COVER 
ALL THE SMALLER CITIES, WHAT WE DO HAVE, THOUGH, IS A 
FORCE ADEQUATE TO COVER THE MAJOR DISTRIBUTORS, ..,AND 
THAT IS EXACTLY WHAT WE SHALL ATTEMPT, 


IT was DECIDED THAT 50 REOPLE WOULD Go To New York 
Cink. WHERE VICTOR JOSEPH & SONS HANDLES A LARGE PORTION 
OF GIUMARRA GRAPE, THE COMPANY ALSO HANDLES A VERY 

LARGE PERCENTAGE OF ALL THE PRODUCE SHIPPED TO THAT CITY, 
UR BOYCOTTERS JOB WILL BE TO LET THAT DISTRIBUTOR KNOW 


~ IN TERMS OF DOLLARS AND CENTS - THAT IT DOES a PAY 
E 


TO HANDLE THE MORALLY CONTRABAND SCAB GRAPE FROM 


WITHIN TWO DAYS AFTER THAT DECIEION. THE 50 WHO 
VOLUNTEERED FOR THE JOB PILED INTO EL CABALLO, [HE BUS 
LEFT FOR AN INDEFINITE PERIOD TO FIGHT THE DELANO BAT- 
TLE ON A FRONT 5,000 MILES FROM THE FIELDS, 


LANO, 


NAN AND THE MACHINE 


The Schenley Corporation, our first company under 
contract, brought in three pruning machines during the 
holiday season, replacing the labor of 60 men. The 
other hundred or so men at work there decided that they 
had a stake in the benefits of the machine. They demon- 
strated to the company that they wanted the displaced 60 
returned to the job. Following a short conference with 
Cesar Chavez, Schenley decided to rehire the men and to 
submit the questions raised by the machines to arbitra- 
tion, which is now in progress. 


THE MIDNIGHT MASS 


The local priesthood insisted that the only place 
there would be Christmas Mass in Delano would be inside 
a church, Our Catholic members thought the Union Hall 
would be more appropriate than the growers’ church. A 
young priest, Fr. Mark Day, refused to bend in the face 
of pressure and offered the Midnight Mass to a packed 
Union Hall, He appeared in a brilliant scarlet robe 
with the black Huelga eagle on the front and a white 
dove of peace on the back, The songs of the Mass were 
Solidaridad Para Siempre [Solidarity Forever] and 
Nosotros Venceremos [We Shall Overcome]. We think our 
service came closer to the true meaning of the day than 
any other in our Valley. 


MOBILE MEDICINE 


We thank the ILGWU for thein Loan of a bus fully 
equipped with an X-ray unit, a medical Lab and an exam- 
dning room, It wikl serve well in meeting the medical 
needs of our members outside Delano, 


A DOCTOR COMES TO DELANO 


After almost two years of operating our clinic with 
only the part-time volunteer services of doctors and 
dentists, we now have a doctor of our own. Dr. James 
McKnight of San Francisco has come to live in Delano and 
to serve our members' medical needs. His will be a 
priceless contribution to la Causa, 
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MACE Sars BWAUGn ks 


"Mothers Against Chavez" is a small group of scabs 
who have been publicized and supported by the growers 
and by extreme Rightist forces. The latest issue of the 
local Delano "newspaper" carries a frontpage picture of 
William Penn Patrick handing out turkeys to scabs. Along 
with Patrick, who recently bolted even the Republican 
State Central Committee in favor of the American Independ- 
ence Party, is the chairman of Kern County's GEORGE WAL- 
LACE FOR PRESIDENT committee. The MAC office has been a 
closed storefront for so long that we're happy to see the 
hinges on their door still work. That crowd of rightists 
and racists make some fine enemies. Welcome! 


+ « 


NLRB_IN WONDERLAND 


In a Texas decision on the UFWOC strike at La Casita 
Farms in Starr County, the National Labor Relations Board 
has ruled against the grower, a corporation which is the 
dominant power in the county. The company is cited for 
unfairs labor practices and is directed to inform its em- 
ployees that they have the right to organize and join 
UFWOC, The company is also ordered to rehire employees 
who were fired for union activity. They are to.get back 
pay with interest. 


This strong decision comes at a time when a San Ant- 
onio Court of Appeal is just considering whether to grant 
relief from an injunction which outlaws any and all pick- 
eting at La Casita, virtually vetoing the strike of the 
workers, 


Switching back into its headstand position, the NLRB 
put out a ruling on the Giumarra strike. In this deci- 
sion the "Fair" Labor Standards Act is cited, saying 
that the strikers are agticultural workers and "there- 
fore, no question affecting commerce exists." If just- 
ice is blind, it is likely because agribusiness has put 
out her eyes, 
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FORTY ACRES 


Many of our friends who hawe come to Delano have 
seen a piece of muddy alkali land known to all the 
strikers as The Forty Acres. The land lies between the 
local dump and the massi and ugly field of antennae 
used to broadcast the. Voice of America. Because it is 
outside of town and unfit for farming, the Union was able 
to get the acreage for the payment of legal fees to get 
it out of probate. It seemed an ideal way to begin to 
beat the high rent which we are now paying. 


At present the site contains the temporary trailers 
which house ovr clinic. One day in the future those 
trailers will be replaced by a permanent building. It 
will be the Rodrigo Terronez Memorial Clinic, named for 
a young farmworker leader,who was killed almost two 
years ago. He was on his way to take over a boycott 
campaign in San Francisco. 


Also located on the land is an old one-room school 
which is used as a storeroom for food supplies. One 
day there will be a fullscale Co-op store. If plans 
and work develop according to our hopes, the area will 
be the hub of a truly nationwide farmworkers' organiza- 
tion with a meeting hall and area for fiestas, and cen- 
tralized offices - at last under one roof, 


The project seems at times fantastic and unreal- 
istic, and we often wonder why and how we continue un- 
der the pressures of the strike. But building our 
‘organization to the point we have now reached once 
seemed a dream. The organization started with one man, 
and he organized another, then they organized some more, 
and so on, one man at a time. It is the same with The 
Forty Acres. One nail, one block, one shovelful at a 
time, and it is begun. Much material is donated, and 


the labor is by our own hands, often a welcome relief 
from the picketline. Slowly, but definitely, each day, 
we are closer to the dream. 


